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Jillian Keys, or rather Jillian Cox, who says the demise of special units

to deal with abused children in the city, started by Durban doctors
and social workers, including herself, saddened her.
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Graham Cox:
Still paddling

his own

Colleen Dardagan

HO REMEMBERS the

manual Corolla type-

writer, handwritten

legal briefs in triplicate
and “mistakenly” marching on the
Union Buildings to protest against
racist pass laws during the early
years of apartheid?

Few, to be sure. But 80-year-old
business lawyer Graham Cox and
his wife, Jillian, 77, have vivid mem-
ories of their university days
in Cape Town, setting up a legal
practice in an old run-down building
in Durban, and, of course, how they
met and became the “soulmates”
they are now.

And, remembers Jillian, how she
was dragged into the anti-pass law
protest by a friend and member of
the Black Sash in 1956.

Canoe

“In those days I was politically
naive. But I remember lots of white
women, all members of the Black
Sash, marching to the Union Build-
ings where they handed over a mem-
orandum. I can’t even remember
who it was handed to,” she chuckles.

Recognised recently by the legal
profession for his 50 years of service
as a corporate lawyer, the octogenari-
an still leaves for work every day as
the sun rises.

He spends a full day at the office
consulting and helping with train-
ing young articled clerks and associ-
ates before setting off for home
again at 4pm. “If I stayed at home
my wife would give me things to do.
She’s very bossy, you know.”

More seriously, though, he adds:
“I love it. It keeps my mind active.
Half the fun is keeping up with the
changes such as the new Companies

Octogenarian and Durban corporate lawyer Graham Cox, who founded Cox, Yeats and Associates more
than 50 years ago, still goes to work every day as the sun rises.

Act and working with young legal
minds. Today our lawyers are better
than they used to be and the environ-
ment they operate in is way more
sophisticated,” he says.

He remembers, as he relaxes
against the plush sofa at the spank-
ing new Cox Yeats and Associates At-
torneys offices on Umhlanga Ridge,
setting up his first practice in central
Durban in offices with peeling walls,
no telephone and no electricity.

“I started my own company be-
cause I don’t like being told what to
do. I'was employed at Unilever after I
graduated, and they are a wonderful
company to work for, but I wanted to
be my own boss.”

And, as he looks back over the
many company acquisitions, take-
overs and tax law cases down the
years, Cox deems the Marikana mas-
sacre and Menzi Simelane enquiries

as the most fascinating (Simelane’s
appointment as head of the National
Prosecuting Authority by President
Jacob Zuma was ruled invalid by the
Constitutional Court last month).

In the same breath, though, he
slates the government for its lack of
administrative capability. “Our insti-
tutions are not competent. But, in-
stead of teaching people to do the
job, they change the system. I re-
member the days when I would send
a letter to a head of a government
department and I would get a reply.
I feel sorry for the business commu-
nity who have to deal with the
government departments. It is so
frustrating.”

Jillian is better known in Dur-
ban’s medical circles as Dr Jillian
Key, who worked for more than 30
years in Addington’s paediatric
unit together with Dr Bill Winship,

among others.

“We started the first child abuse
unit at Addington. We got the first
Childline going and with a team of
colleagues and social workers, got
the Child Protection Unit set up here
in Durban. It was important to make
sure children who were abused were
not examined by a district surgeon —
they’re not qualified to do that.

“It was because of the work we
all did that the government stopped
that. Also the setting up of special
courts for children. I was very upset
when the new government came in
and closed down all these specialist
units. They’re all gone now.”

Her expression of sadness and
anger dissipates as she responds to:
“What was the most important mo-
ment in your life?”

“Of course, when I married my
husband. We are soulmates.”
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Vodacom sets 2015 green date

the grid by 2015 — so we have developed
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Vodacom engineers Dieter Stielau (left)
and Etienne Gerber in front of the
massive telecommunications mast near
Verulam. The test is a first in the world.
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BY 2015 communications giant Vodacom
expects to have more than 9 000 signal base
stations across the country, powered solely
by sun and wind.

And the first test station, also a first in
the world, is outside Durban near Verulam.

But, say engineers Dieter Stielau and Eti-
enne Gerber who are heading the project, it
has not all been plain-sailing. “As you can
see the vanes on top of the wind turbine
have snapped off, that’s because of the ex-
treme winds here on the coast. The compa-
nies who are providing us with the turbines
are also testing different materials.”

Gerber said the Verulam station which
provided a signal to cellphones within 25km,
was already powered by solar panels set on
theroof of the shelter and on the tower base.
“We have had to come up with ground-
breaking technology - this is a first in the
world. We want to have sun or wind power
all the time — our aim is to be independent of

rounded panels which are fixed onto the
mast and flat panels which are glued onto
the shelter roof. The panels on the tower get
the morning and afternoon sun, while the
roof panels get the midday sun. The wind
turbine will take up the slack on grey days.”

Gerber said the panels on the roof of the
container-like shelter which houses hi-tech
telecoms equipment, were already powering
the station for up to 50 percent of its daily
needs. The rest of the power is provided by
a generator as electricity transformers are
repeatedly stolen.

And existing base stations are being
used, instead of building new ones.

“Many of these telecommunications
masts were built 20 years ago, they’re worth
about R600 000 each so we really don’t want
to build new ones. Some don’t match up with
our modern-day requirements, so we are
simply strengthening the existing towers to
take the extra wind velocity of the turbines
and the weight of the solar panels.”
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